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Should any one ask even concerning these two ultimate ends, private good and public, is not the
latter more reasonable than the former? What means the word reasonable in this question? If we
are allowed to presuppose instincts and affections, then the truth just now supposed to be
discoverable concerning our state, is an exciting reason to serve the public interest, since this
conduct is the most effectual means to obtain both ends. But I doubt if any truth can be assigned
which excites in us either the desire of private happiness or public... If the meaning of the
question be this, ‘does not every spectator approve the pursuit of public good more than
private?’ the answer is obvious, that he does: but not for any reason or truth, but from a moral
sense in the constitution of the soul (Hutcheson, An Inquiry Concerning the Original of Our
Ideas of Virtue or Moral Good, 309).
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Perhaps what has brought the epithet reasonable, or flowing from reason, in opposition to what
flows from instinct, affection, or passion, so much into use, is this, ‘that it is often observed, that
the very best of our particular affections or desires, when they are grown violent and passionate,
through the confused sensations and propensities which attend them, make us incapable of
considering calmly the whole tendency of our actions, and leads us often into what is absolutely
pernicious, under some appearance of relative or particular good.” This indeed may give some
ground for distinguishing between passionate actions, and those from clam desire or affection
which employ our reason freely: but can never set rational actions in opposition to those from
instinct, desire or affection. And it must be owned, that the most perfect virtue consists in the
clam, passionate benevolence, rather than in particular affection (An Inquiry Concerning the
Original of Our Ideas of Virtue or Moral Good, 317).
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Some strange love of simplicity in the structure of human nature, or attachment to some favourite
hypothesis, has engaged many writers to pass over a great many simple perceptions, which we
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may find in ourselves. We have got the number five fixed for our external senses, though a larger
number might perhaps as easily be defended. We have multitudes of perceptions which have no
relation to any external sensation; if by it we mean perceptions immediately occasioned by
motions or impressions made on our bodies, such as the ideas of number, duration, proportion,
virtue, vice, pleasures of honour, of congratulation; the pains of remorse, shame, sympathy, and
many others (An Essay on the Nature and Conduct of the Passions and Affections, 300).

If we may call ‘every determination of our minds to receive ideas independently on our will, and
to have perceptions of pleasure and pain, A SENSE,’ we shall find many other senses beside
those commonly explained (An Essay on the Nature and Conduct of the Passions and Affections,
301)

1. External senses. 2. Imagination 3. Public sense 4. Moral sense “by which we perceive virtue or
vice, in ourselves, or others.” 5. Sense of honour (Hutcheson, An Essay on the Nature and
Conduct of the Passions and Affections, 301-302).
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There is a distinction to be observed on this subject, between ‘the clam desire of good, and aversion
to evil, either selfish or public, as they appear to our reason or reflection; and the particular
passions towards objects immediately presented to some sense. Thus nothing can be more distinct
than the general calm desire of private good of any kind, which alone would incline us to pursue
whatever objects were apprehended as the means of good, and the particular selfish passions, such
as ambition, covetousness, hunger, lust, revenge, anger, as they arise upon particular occasions...
These particular affections are found in many tempers, where, through want of reflection, the
general calm desires are not found: nay, the former may be opposite the latter, where they are
found in the same temper (An Essay on the Nature and Conduct of the Passions and Affections,
303).
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But must we not own, that we judge of all our senses by our reason, and often correct their
reports of the magnitude, figure, colour, taste of the objects, and pronounce them right or wrong,
as they agree or disagree with reason? This is true. But does it then follow, that extension, figure,
colour, taste, are not sensible ideas, but only denote reasonableness, or agreement with reason?
Or that they qualities are perceivable antecedently to any sense, by our power of finding out
truth? Just so a compassionate temper may rashly imagine the correction of a child, or the
execution of a criminal, to be cruel and inhuman: but by reasoning may discover the superior
good arising from them in the whole; and then the same moral sense may determine the observer
to approve of them. But we must not hence conclude, that it is any reasoning antecedent to a
moral sense, which determines us to approve the study of public good, any more than we can in
the former case conclude, that we perceive extension, figure, colour, taste, antecedently to a
sense. All these sensations are often corrected by reasoning, as well as our approbations of
actions as good or evil: and yet no body ever placed the original idea of extension, figure, colour,
or taste, in conformity to reason (Hutcheson, An Inquiry Concerning the Original of Our Ideas of
Virtue or Moral Good, 312).
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